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Commentators on Le nozze di Figaro have often seen Cherubino less as a figure unto himself than as a symbol or a projection of another character. Søren Kierkegaard famously cast the page as a childish version of Don Giovanni. For Mary Hunter, Cherubino is an extension of Count Almaviva, his “advance shadow”—like a personification of the Count's own bad conscience, Cherubino is always already there wherever the Count is going, showing up early and getting in the way.1 “Non so qual uom, qual demone, qual Dio rivolga tutto quanto a torto mio,” the Count raves in act 3: “What man, demon, or God turns everything against me?” For others, however, Cherubino already contains his own opposing force: “Non so più cosa son, cosa faccio,” he pleads: “I don't know anymore what I am or what I'm doing.” Brigid Brophy goes so far as to imagine Cherubino's radiating sexual energy detached from his body and knocking about the house like a “poltergeist.”2
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